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SAVE THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES FOR BLACK WOMEN’S HISTORY 

The National Park Service has announced plans to shut down the National Archives for Black Women’s 

History and remove its collections from the Mary McLeod Bethune National Historic Site on February 

18, 2014. The NABWH is the first and only archives in the United States to focus solely on the collection 

and exhibition of the history of African American women.   

Acclaimed as the most important and powerful black woman of the twentieth century, Bethune fought for 

the freedom of her race and demanded recognition and respect for her sex.   In 1942, at the dedication of 

the NCNW National Headquarters, Bethune called for the establishment of an archive celebrating the 

achievements of black women. She envisioned the building and its collections serving as “a shrine” to the 

struggle and work of African American women.   

Documenting over 100 years of history, the NABWH’s collection of letters, organizational minutes, rare 

manuscripts, recordings, and photographs  includes correspondence between Bethune and presidents, 

congresspersons, black leaders and ordinary Americans. It contains extensive documentation of the 

important collaborative and feminist work of diverse black women’s organizations and leaders on behalf 

of the NAACP, Urban League, and other race organizations.  It illustrates black women’s strategizing 

behind the scenes to assure the passage of legislation to end segregation and discrimination, and raising 

funds to make bail for legendary SNCC workers such as Congressman John Lewis and Stokely 

Carmichael, who were incarcerated in Mississippi during the 1960s.   

It is OUR responsibility to see that the National Archives for Black Women’s History remains open and 

that its collections are protected.   

Please send letters to Sally Jewell, Secretary of the Interior and Jonathan Jarvis, the Director of the 

National Park Service telling them to:  

 Rescind the order to shut down the National Archives for Black Women’s History and 

remove the collections from the Bethune National Historic Site 

 Resurrect and hold meetings of the Federal Advisory Commission as required by 

congressional legislation  

 Implement the General Management Plan as required by legislation -  which includes 

mandate to purchase property suitable for protection and expansion of the National 

Archives for Black Women’s History, 

 Restore to the Mary McLeod Bethune National Historic Site’s budget all funds 

appropriated by the U.S. Congress for housing and protecting the NABWH’s collections. 

 

SEE ATTACHED: Sample Letter and Contact Information for Government Officials  

 

mailto:collierthomas@att.net


CONTACT INFORMATION:   

Sally Jewell, Secretary                                                                                                                      

Department of the Interior                                                                                                                                     

1849 C Street, N.W.                                                                                                                                    

Washington, DC 20240 

Jonathan Jarvis, Director                                                                                                                 

National Park Service                                                                                                                               

1849 C Street NW 

Washington, DC 20240                                                                                                                                             

Email: jon_jarvis@nps.gov 

 

SAMPLE LETTER: 

Dear Ms. Jewell: 

By law the Department of the Interior is entrusted with some of the nation’s most valuable 

properties and responsible for seeing that Congressional legislation regarding the management and 

protection of National Historic Site is adhered to by the National Park Service.  We are depending 

on you as a leader and steward of our historic properties to see that the National Park Service 

adheres to the letter of the law and properly carries out the congressional mandate regarding the 

Mary McLeod Bethune National Historic Site.   

I am writing to express my feelings on the on-going contemptuous administration and willful 

disregard of the Bethune National Historic Site by the National Park Service.  the National Park 

Service’s abandonment of the Federal Advisory Board; its failure to implement the General 

Management Plan which would have shielded the archives from the current action; its diversion of 

funds, appropriated for the Bethune NHS, to other NPS facilities; and its decision to have the 

Bethune’s small staff divide its time between the Mary McLeod Bethune National Historic Site and 

the Carter G. Woodson House.  

The most recent example of its neglectful mismanagement of the site is its plan to shut down the 

National Archives for Black Women’s History and remove its collections from the site. As a 

taxpayer I am against this action and ask that you take immediate action to address the following: 

 Rescind the order to shut down the National Archives for Black Women’s History and 

remove the collections from the Bethune National Historic Site 

 Resurrect and hold meetings of the Federal Advisory Commission as required by 

congressional legislation  

 Implement the General Management Plan as required by legislation -  which includes 

mandate to purchase property suitable for protection and expansion of the National 

Archives for Black Women’s History, 

 Restore to the Mary McLeod Bethune National Historic Site’s budget all funds 

appropriated by the U.S. Congress for housing and protecting the NABWH’s collections. 

It is incumbent on the National Park Service to see that these issues are immediately addressed. 

Thank you.                                               
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